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To a PAMPHLET, entitled, 


An Examination of Mr. Hutchin/on's 
Remarks, and Mr. Carcott's Anſwer 
to the OpstrvaTIONSs on his Sermon 


preached at Bri/tol, &c. 


Warfare, therefore every ſincere Pro- 
feſſor thereof ought to look upon him- 
{elf as a military Man, bound by his own vo- 
luntary Engagements to defend its ſacred Prin- 
ciples, and zealouſly to oppoſe the moſt inve- 
terate Attacks that the Malice of its Enemies 
has made againſt it. 
ed God of his infinite Goodneſs to make any 
gracious Offers to Man, in order to conduct 
him peaceably through this temporary Stage, 
and finally to lead him to eternal Happineſs, 
Satan has never failed acting a Counter: part, 
in making ſpecious and 8 ens of 
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S the Chriſtian Religion is a State of 


Whenſoever it bas pleaſ- 
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[2] 
Knowledge and Happineſs, to be obtained by 


other Methods than thoſe preſcribed by the 


Elahim, and all to delude unhappy Man, and 


bring him to eternal Ruin. And this has been 
the Practice of the Father of Lies from the 
Beginning to the preſent Times. How long 
had innocent Adam walked by the Rules ori- 
ginally given him, before the Malice of Hel! 
had contrived his Deſtruction, and executed it 
through the Agency of a Perſon no ways to be 
ſuſpected? And though for the Wickedneſs of 
ſucceeding Times, God was pleaſed to take 
Vengeance, by calling up the Waters to drown 
the Earth (which to all Appearance would have 
prevented others from falling into the ſame 
Crime) yet how ſoon did the malicious Scheme 
of Satan again revive, drive them into Apoſtacy, 
and an open Profeſſion of the Worſhip of the 
Heavens! Gen. xi, Neither was the Goodneſs 
of God leſs conſpicuous for the Preſervation of 
Man, as far forth as was conſiſtent with his 
Free-agency, as appears by thoſe merciful Re- 
velations he was pleaſed to make to diverſe 
Men, at different Periods of Time. And tho 
Inſpiration, and the extraordinary Impulſe of 
the Holy Spirit have of a long time ceaſed, 
yet. I hope I may without Suſpicion of Enthu- 
fiaſm affirm, that different Perſons have been 
differently actuated by the ordinary Motions 
thereof, in proportion to the Labour and Zeal 
with which they have applied themſelves to- 
wards obtaining a Knowledge of the revealed 
worn 8s - -- 4 Purpoſes 
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[3] 
Purpoſes of God, and other laudable Endea® 
vours after the Divine Aſſiſtance. I doubt not 
but the Examiner, by this time, gueſſes at the 
Perſon I mean; and that he mayn't be any 
longer in Suſpenſe, I will be bold to aſſert, that 
I look upon Mr. Hutchinſon, in the above- 
mentioned Reſpects, to have equalled, if not 
exceeded, any that have preceded him ſince the 
Time of the Apoſtles. But for me to extol 


las is the Method of ſome to decry) without 


ſufficient Reaſon for ſo doing, would be but a 
ridiculous Undertaking, as well as too near of 
Kin to the baſe and unchriſtian Method of this 
Examiner. Wherefore, to take off thoſe ma- 
licious Aſperſions that are thus accumulated on 
Him (to whom the Chriſtian and Learned 
World owe far more than at preſent they are 


willing to admit of) I intend to take notice of 


ſuch Paſſages in the Examination, as caſt the 
moſt unmerited Scandal on that Gentleman as 


a Chriſtian, and reflect the higheſt Diſhonour 


on thoſe, who have followed his Method of 


ſtudying Hebrew. 09 
The Contents of his Treatiſe are ſo ſhocking, 
that they would induce any unprejudiced Per- 
ſon to believe we were no other than Devils 
themſelves : ſo palpably falſe, that one would 
think there was no fach thing as common Ho- 
neſty in being, that he dares to offer them with 
Deſign to impoſe upon the Unwary, The firſt 
thing he begins with is, ; x: ad 
The Pride of Mr. H. He fays, p. 1. that 
2 B 2 Mr. 


1411 
* Mr. H. has in many Places of his Remarks 
7 given a very great Character of himſelf,” 
vrhich he there quotes. Now were this Charge 
abſolutely true, and without any Limitation, it 
would indeed border much on Self-admiration : 
But it muſt be obſerved, that Mr. H. does, 
throughout that whole Treatiſe, write in a ſup- 
poſed Character in Defenſe of Mr. C's Sermon. 
Upon this Footing, I fee no Abſurdity, nor 
even Self- conceit, in extolling his Qualifications, 
as a Man, that beyond any “ has cleared the 
Text of all the falſe Deſcriptions of viſible 
90 Things, Sc. And, P. 2. has from the Scrip- 
{tures ſhewed us the Exiſtence and diſtin& 
“Operations of Fire, Light, and Spirit, in the 
one Subſtance of this Machine; and given us 
c more Knowledge, than the moſt extravagant 
< Men could have expected, even from the 
* Scriptures.” Theſe things, doubtleſs, are a 
great Character of a Man, and as they are 
ſpoken in the Perſon of another, acquit him of 
Pride, as being no more than many others 
could teſtify of him, and what his Works them- 
ſelves (which he allades to) declare. There- 
fore he does not bear Witneſs of himſelf, any 
othet ways than in Effect, as all others do, 
whoſe Works ate approved of. But this Quo- 


tation of Scripture to your Purpoſe, is no more 
than the Devil did * Our Saviour, Matt. iv. 6. 
Lour ſecond Charge being upon the ſame 
Head, I ſhall take but little notice of it, but 
only obſerve your Ingenuity in 2 ar 
P08 + : EO or 


Word Hell, which is not in that Place of Mr. 
H. you quote from. Vou take him to be a 
Limb of Antichriſt, yet piouſly hope he is 


gone to Heaven.” But to diſmiſs this Article. 
I do not think my ſelf obliged to defend every 


Expreſſion that dropped from Mr. H.'s Mouth 


or Pen: I am ſenſible he had Failings, as other 


Men have. But ſhew me the Man that has 
ſearched as he has done, that has ſeen half the 
Evidence for Chriſtianity he has, that faw in 
how forlorn a Condition our Religion was, how 
ſtrenuouſly attacked, yet how weakly defend- 
ed; and if after all this he could appear luke- 
warm and unconcerned in a matter of this 
Importance, 
in a Style leſs mortifying than Mr. H. and as 
little to the Parpoſe as this Examiner. 
As to' Mr. C. which takes up p. 3. I ſhall 
ſay bat little particularly in his Defente: He is 
living, and wants not my Afliftance ; but is 
able to give an Anſwer to the Examiner, or 
any of his Fraternity, whenſoever he thinks 
propere 8 
You mention Mr. Hes and Mr. C.'s Opinion, 
That foon after Inſpiration ceaſed, the Few- 


« % Apoftates (p. 4.) made the firſt Attempt - 


* towards contriving and authorifing the For- 
e geries and Corruptions of the facted Text, 
r.“ I ſee not to what Purpoſe you bring 
this, except it were with a Defign to confute 
It, which you neither endeavour to do, nor 
would be able if you did, But you quarrel 

| mightily 


then I grant you he might write 


6 
mightily with the Word Apoſtate, as if you 
thought your ſelf injured by that Epithet being 
given to the eus. How nearly you are allied 
to them, you your ſelf beſt know : but I ſhould 
imagine, if you were. free from their Notions, 
you would be aſhamed. of their Acquaintance. 
But, pray, in what reſpect have theſe People 
deſerved ſo well at the hands of Chriſtians ? 
If you trace them upwards, you will find they 
were always a /t:ff-necked and a rebellious Peo- 
ple, Exod. xxxii. 9. Deut. xxxiii. 5, Sc. al- 
ways oppoſing the Intent of the Elahim, and 
defeating the Means of their own Salvation. If 
they would not ſee for hemſelves, how ſhould 
they make ozhers wiſe unto Salvation? 2 Tim. 
iii. 15. How comes it to paſs, that the De- 
ſcendants of theſe in our Saviour's Time were 
thought worthy of thoſe bitter Woes and 
Threatnings, and whom our Saviour charges 
with Error, not knowing the Scriptures ? Matt. 
xxii. 29. How unworthy are theſe Men to 
be our Guides, who withſtood the moſt cogent 
Evidence of Miracles, and their Senſes, and re- 
fuſed to admit Chriſt as the Meſſiah, fo whom 
give all the Prophets witneſs, Acts x. 43. How 
improper alſo to conſtrue the Terms of our 
Salvation, as having been ever ſince in that 
State of judicial Blindneſs, in Conformity to the 
ſeveral Predictions of Obſtinacy and Perverſe- 
neſs, except indeed theſe Paſſages of Scripture 
have no Weight with you ? Io ways 


I ſhall 


5 1 

T ſhall paſs on to p. 7, where you tell us, 
c What we ſay of our own God; and inſtead 
* of calling him Bleſſed, we call him Exe- 
« crated; 1. e. (as you maliciouſly interpret it) 
« Curſed, or Deteſted.” Diabolical Infinuation ! 
Did ever either Mr. H. or Mr. C. aſſert that Chriſt 
was deteſted? If they did, name the Place; if 
not, revoke your Slander. Mr. C. ſays (as you 
quote him) Who dh beſides Fehovab? 
We affirm it to be a Participle Paiſive; and I 
doubt not but you know it, and would be rea- 
dy to acknowledge it in other Inſtances, where 
the ) is inſerted in the third Place. If fo, it 
can be rendered no other ways than by Exe- 
cratus in the Latin, or the Execrated one in 


Ergliſb, and not the Deteſted one. Had you 


© known any thing of that Covenant you pretend 
dit acknowledge, the ſeveral Parts undertaken 
es by the facred Perſons of the Trinity, you would 
5 not fo readily have reviled theſe Gentlemen for 
0 


giving the true and literal Rendition of the 


nt ¶ Word. And notwithſtanding you ſo much diſ- 


approve of it, it is doubtleſs a glorious Interpre- 
tation; inaſmuch as the Part our Bleſſed Saviour 
undertook to act is implied, and his Sufferings 
and Execration for us plainly demonſtrated, TI 
dat don't wonder that your Rabbinical Maſters have 
given you no ſuch Senſe of the Word, ſeeing it 
no ways ſuited their Scheme : and that none of 
their Followers have found it out, is as little to 
be wonder'd at. For notwithſtanding all their 


u BBoaſts of Skill in Hebrew, I am fully convinced 
all : their 


5 11 
their Knowledge is very mean and ſuperficial, 
conſiſting only in a good Memory to retain the 
Points, a poor Diſtinction of one Conjugation 
from another, one Mood from another, Singu- 
lar from Plural, and other ſuch like Matters, 
without ever diving into the Myſteries of the 
Language, ſuch as tracing the Ideas, or acquir- 
ing the Philoſophy. 

At the Beginning of p. 8. you flanderouſly 
miſrepreſent Mr. H. and as maliciouſly infer 
from it. You fay, © As tis common in Scrip- 
te ture to ſay, Who, O Lord God? or, Who, 
« O God? or, Who, O Lord? Mr. H. breaks 
* out into this pious Exclamation, Who, the 
Devil ordained Mahomet and the Rabbies? ” 
Though, by your ſtating it, you have loſt the 


Parallel you deſigned. I fee not (neither I be- 


lieve does any one but your ſelf) wherein the 
Parallel conſiſts. Indeed, many pious Perſons 


on ſolemn Occaſions uſed ſuch Expreſſions: | 


But does it from thence appear, that Mr. H. 
uſed the aforeſaid Exprefſion on any ſuch Occa- 
ſion? So far from an Ejaculation, that he is 


only aſking a Queſtion, vig. Who? (then im- 


mediately anſwering himſelf) the Devil ordain- 
ed, Sc. But with what Countenance can you 
infer from hence, that this is the God we wor- 
ſhip, or that the Devil was a Being invoked, 

only by aſking, or anſwering a Queſtion? Or 
ho can you ſo maliciouſly make a Quotation, 
and twiſt his Meaning to what he never intend- 


ed it? You fay, © He firſt applies the Word 


” Execrated 


[9] | 
« Execrated to our Saviour, and then to thoſe 
* who ſhall be caſt into Hell to all Eternity.“ 
His Words are theſe : Rem. p. 83. There was 


ce no Being in this Syſtem, or above, execrated, 


* but that Perſon of the Eſſence, who was, 
by having agreed to undergo that Execration, 
* to take off the Execration from Men: Whe- 
* ther there are ſome now, who are or will be 
* execrated, for knowingly and wilfully re- 
«* fuſing, and, by a parcel of Chicanery per- 
ſuading others to refuſe that Offer, they may 
* conſider.” Doubtleſs, ſuch as will not admit 
of Chriſt's being execrated and ſuffering for us, 


c 


will never find Admiſſion into Heaven ; and 


there is but one other State that ever I heard 
of. Here then is the Foundation of his Slander, 
that becauſe Chriſt was actually execrated, and 
others may be ſo by their own Faults, he would 
therefore inſinuate, that Mr. H. would apply 
the ſame Word in the fame Senſe to both. 
Having thus turned to the Paſſage, and found 
how much you have miſrepreſented him, take 
therefore thoſe black Characters of Infamy to 
your ſelf, you ſo egregiouſly deſerve. 

I wonder you are not aſhamed to aſſert, 
p. 10, that we poſitively and abſolutely call 
each of the Perſons of the Trinity execrated, 
or accutſed. You might as well have added 
deteſted here alſo, to have made your Malice 
appear the blacker. Is there no Difference be- 
tween a conditional and an abſolute Execration ? 
Does it follow, that becauſe one of the ſacred 

2850 C Perſons 
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[ 20 ] 
Perſons voluntarily undertook to undergo the 
Execration, that therefore all muſt? Or does 
the Quotation you .make prove any thing of 
this Nature? I am. ſure there is not the leaſt 
Tendency towards any ſuch Doctrine in that 
Paſſage of Mr. C.'s Sermon, p. 10. 

What you ſay at bottom of p. 10 and 11 
you might as well have ſpared : For it cannot 
be imagined, that any one can thankfully ac- 
knowledge what he ſeems ſcarce to have any 
Idea of, as appears by your owning a Decree 
or Covenant (which you had better have left 
out, for you would not have added that, could 
you have been quit of it) made between the 
facred Perſons. I am fully ſatisfied of your 
Averſion to the Covenant: But pray, by what 
Authority do you ſubſtitute Decree, or what 
Idea would you be underſtood to convey by 
that Word ? It can be nothing analogous to that 
Covenant by which we are faved, ſeeing it was I 1, 
not founded on that Oath, by which the Idea . 
of this Tranſaction is convey'd to us. This 
Oath, and this conditional Execration, which e 
the Divine Perſons were pleaſed to ſubject £ « 
| themſelves to, is fo fully proved to thoſe who 
1 are willing to admit of thoſe Means of Redem- Y 
| ption, that it will be a Taſk too difficult for all I „ 
your Rabbinical Artillery to maſter ; ſo mani- | « 
teſt, that you'll never be able to prove the con- 
trary, tho' you may employ all your Diabolical . 
| Skill to obſcure it, NN 
| : You 
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[ 17 ] 

You add in the ſame Paſſage, There was 
* no Occaſion for an Oath, inaſmuch as that 
e implies ſome Doubt ſubſiſting between the 
e Parties.” By what Spirit, or Penetration, 
you ſee the Occaſions, or Cauſes, moving the 
Divine Perſons, I know not: Neither do I pre- 
ſume to judge of their ſecret Purpoſes, other- 
wiſe than as they have revealed the ſame in 
Scripture. The Oath is revealed, and with 
Humility and Thankfulneſs we lay hold of the 
Benefits thereof. We are rather loſt in an Ad- 
miration of the wonderful Motive, than pre- 
ſumptuouſly determine on the Necęſſity or Im- 
pertinence thereof. Did Mr. H. or Mr. C. ever 
inſinuate, that Diſtruſt or Suſpicion was the 
Cauſe? Do they not always aſſert the Impoſſi- 
bility of their falſifying what they have willed ? 
(Serm. p. g.) Doubtleſs, if you diſbelieve the 
Covenant, you can't imagine any Occaſion for 
an Oath ; neither do you, as appears by your 
ludicrous Manner of treating it at the End of 
the Paragraph, where you ſay, © An honeſt 
Man's Word is as good as his Oath ; there- 
<< fore a bare Promiſe in the Godhead was ſuf- 
<.-cient.” 

I ſhall be but at little Trouble with you on 
this Head: Out of thine own Mouth will I judge 
thee, Luke xix. 22. You allow, © God has 
* {worn, either by himſelf, or to ſhew to the 
“ Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his 
% Counſel.” Now if there was no Occaſion for 
an Oath in makipg the Covenant, why was 


C2 there 
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[12 ] 


there to ſwear to Abrabam ? It will lye hard 


upon you to prove that Abrabam doubted, ſince 
it is ſaid, that he believed, and it was counted to 


him for Righteouſneſs, Gen. xv. 6. Nay, how 


was it poſſible that Abraham could hefitate, 
fince he knew that it was God that ſpoke to 
him? Here was plainly an Oath ; but that 
Abraham would not have believed without, can- 
not be inferred. God, that made the Oath, 
knew the Occaſion for it; and it lyes upon you 
to ſhew there was none. As to your other 
Text, P/al, Ixxxix. 3, 4. I do not wonder at 
your Ignorance of it. You ſay, God ſwore 
c to David, who was not a Perſon of the 
Trinity.“ Do not you know, that Chriſt is 
in many Places of the P/a/ns ſpoken of under 
the Title of David? How then if this ſhould 
appear to be the real David, or Beloved, that 
compound Perſon, .God and Man, to whom 
this Oath was made? I am afraid you'll be a 
little at a Loſs, to ſhew there was no Occaſion 
for this Oath. If you conſider the Things that 
are ſpoken of this Perſon, you'll find Difficulty 
in making them comport with the natural Man. 
As Ver. 3. Thy Seed will J eftabliſh for ever, 
and build up thy Throne to all Generations. The 
Seed of the natural David is to all Appearance 
gone, and his Throne for many Years poſleſs'd 
by Infidels. Juſtice and Judgment were to be 
the Habitation of this Throne (which was not 
always the Caſe of the natural David's.) The 


People were to walk P39 eg, which I leave 
3 to 


H 


[13] 

to yon to apply to the mere Man. Could the 
natural Man be the Glory of their Strength? 
When it is faid in the next Verſe, Fehovah is 
their Defence, and the Holy One of Iſrael their 
King. I leave alſo Ver. 19 & 20. to your 
Conſideration ; and alſo the Conſtruction of 
124 5y (the y in the third place) 7 have exalted 
n (another Inſtance) out of the People. St. 
Luke ſays ſomething very like this of Chriſt, 
Acts v. 31. ——exalted to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, &c. I have found David my- Servant 
vm WP Taw2. I ſhould be glad of your 
Rendition of that, and indeed of this whole 
Palm. The next Obſervation I make is p. 12. 
on that Text P/al. cx. 5. which you are pleaſed 
to allow to be © a Shadow of an Argument.” 
The Lord (mv) fware, and will not —= 
Thou (art) a Prieft for ever, after the Order of 
Melchiſedek. You ſay, This was made to 
the Manhood of Chriſt at his Incarnation.” 
And your only Reaſon for this is founded on 
the little Word art; Thou art, as render d. I 
deſire you to ſhew me what Hebrew Word this 
art ſtands for. The Original has nothing to 
anſwer it, but is thus, de de, i. e. Thou an 
. Ah And thus your ſaying, all Times 
are alike to God, will be of no Force. Where- 
lore it neceſſarily follows, that as theſe Words 
were recorded long before the Incarnation of 
Chriſt, by the Holy Spirit, they muſt have 
Relation to the original Inſtitution, which was, 
when the Covenant was made. Therefore your 

e Senſe 


-_ x — 200 3a => 4 = = - 
= ao - -- „ „ IE - — 2 


1 

— * 
— - 
—— 


— r 
— — 3 
—. 2 - 


2 : = >. Y} F > 
r 


— — — 
+ IF ns 
2 * 
aw. 


EF ESC. 
. 


2 * - 
0 


** 
* ww _»- Da — 


— 


= S * 
Zr 9 
4 


"Da + 


Soon be. . — 4. 


—” TG. ' EAA 
_ 
— 


1 


wi 

* 

* 
+ L. 
* F 
®.7 
5 
+ : 
"F* 

i** 7 
N * 
4 

1 * * 
"Oh FR 

* 


[14] 

Senſe can only be true in Conſequence, that as 
Chriſt was declared to be that Prieſt, or Inter- 
ceſſor; ſo at a determinate Time from the ori- 
ginal Inſtitution he actually became ſo. N 
Our laſt Refuge, you ſay, Is the Word IM 
BIR, Elim.” Whether it be firſt, or laſt, 
that matters little: We affirm it ſignifies Ad. Pe 
juratores, Perſons bound in a Covenant to re- 
deem us. You would confute this if you could; I th. 
but you do not endeavour at it, any otherwiſe I M 
than by ſaying, © You can't come into Mr. Ces 0 
% Notion.” You ſay, Tis a Rule with you if 
(you might have ſaid with the Rabbies, for I 2? 
ſuppoſe you have none of your own) “ in De- 
*« rivation of Hebrew Words, never to carry A 
<* them farther than plain Texts of Scripture *< 
<« will juſtify the Doctrines raiſed from them.” © 
It was not the Buſineſs of your Maſters to fuf-W 
fer thoſe plain Texts to ſpeak this Doctrine. K. 
You ſee, but, I fear, with no other Eyes than © 
the Rabbies ; and that Pride and Haughtine/ E. 
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you have ſo long been rooted in, and that n- 
dolence that naturally proceeds from taking Bu 
Things on Truſt, won't ſuffer you to take In- be 
formation from thoſe, whom you look upon Ye 
with ſo much Contempt. he 
I ſhall paſs on to your ſecond Remark, p. 15. = 


where you ſay, © The Author cannot excuſe 
e himſelf from that Text, Chriſt was made aff >* 
« Curſe for us, Gal. iii. 13. becauſe there the 0 
«* Apoſtle ſpeaks only of his Manhood (does the *** 


% Apoſtle make any ſuch DiſtinCtion ?) and 
as | « this the 


[15 ] 

this Author ſpeaks of every Perſon in the 
Trinity, and in reſpect of the Godhead.” 
No wonder that he perverts the Meaning of 
Mr. C. fince he makes no Scruple of doing the 
ame by St. Paul. Would not any unprejudiced 
Perſon, from ſuch a peremptory Aſſertion, be 
apt to imagine, that the Apoſtle had expreſſed 
. J che Word Manhood in this Text? And that 
Mr. C. had expreſsly faid, that each and all the 
„ acred Perſons were d ? But this I have rec- 
tified before, p.g, 10; and therefore now ſhall 
I only make this Obſervation, that a Wretch that 
- © ſticks not to make a falſe Quotation from an 
Apoſtle, and to draw Inferences from what he 
never ſaid, muſt be loſt and abandon'd, not 
„only to Religion, but even to all Senſe of com- 
mon Honeſty. Ihe Divine Perſons were an, 
Rabbim, before they were ©7198, Elahim ; 
each, by the Act of Covenanting, became "x, 
eſs Elah ; all D758, Elabim, Swearers to a Co- 

venant, and under the conditional Execration. 


ne But one only covenanted to become &, and 
n. be only became ſo, viz. the execrated one. 


on You have brought your ſelf into a Difficulty 
here by your own Confeſſion, allowing the 
Godhead of Chriſt to be inſeparably united to 
nel che Manhood, and made one Perſon, which 
Leave Worth and Efficacy, Sc. So do I: But, 
bel according to your own Suppoſition, where was 
hel then the Divinity, when the Humanity ſuffer d? 
nd If the two Natures were inſeparably united, 
bis then a 0, @ Great one of the Eſſence muſt un- 
queſtionably 
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[ 16 ] 


queſtionably be in the Manhood on the Tree, | 


at the Time of Crucifixion, By which was the 
Atonement and Satisfaction made? By the Di- 
vine, the Human Nature, or the Joint Perſon? 
Theſe are previous Queſtions, and neceſſary to 
be aſked of you, and anſwered by you, before 
you preſume to reproach us with your virulent 
Aſperſions of the Muggletonian, Eutychian, and 
Patripaſjian Hereſies. I am bold to ſay with 
Mr. H. that If a Perſon of the Eſſence, who 
* was Jehovah, was not in the Manhood on 
the Tree, Chriſtianity is worth nothing,” 
You would willingly propagate your Belief, that 
it was a mere Man that ſuffered, that ſo you 
and your Brethren may make Terms for your 
ſelves, ſo inſinuate there is no Need of a Re- 
deemer. Fob ſays, I know that my Redeemer is 
IN Life zt/e/f: which effectually excludes your 
Syſtems of mere Morality, and of being faved 
by your own Means, and infers the abſolute 
Neceſſity of a Redeemer, who is Life, and has 
the Power of giving it to others. Shew the 
Place, if you can, where we have aſſerted, that 
the Godhead was dead for the Space of one Day 
and two Nights; or that there was but one Na- 
ture in Chriſt; or that the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt ſuffered with the Son. If you cannot, 
retract your ſlanderous Accuſation; or elſe o- 
penly profeſs your ſelf of hrs Party, who was 


a Lyar from the Beginning, and an Accuſer of 


bis Brethren, Rev, Xil. 10. 


In 


171 
In your third Remark (p. 16, 17.) you ſpeak 
* of our frequent Complaints againſt all the 
* Tranſlations of the Bible, and particularly 
* our own; that Mr. H. and Mr. C. affirm it 
to be in many Places Nonſenſe.” And not- 
withſtanding it diſpleaſes you ſo much, I'll ven- 
ture to ſay, Ican point out 500 Places, that are 
either direct Nonſenſe, Contradictions, or nothing 
to the purpoſe. To prove the contrary of this, 
you ſay, © You have compared it with the 
« Original Languages in which they are writ- 
“ ten.” And that you find ſo few Faults there- 
in, 1s no wonder to:me. For, doubtleſs, this 
Tranſlation is /iteral enough, according to the 
Conſtructions the Apoſtates have given the Words 
in the Lexicons, &c. But that it conveys any 
of thoſe ſublime Notions in the Original, by 
which from viſible we take Ideas of inviſible 
Things; of Natural Philoſophy from the Know= 
ledge of this Machine, from whence ariſe all our 
Ideas of Divinity; of the Actions of the three 


Names, by which all the Operations of Nature 


are carried: on, and of their being Emblems of 
the inviſible Three, and many other noble and 
important Truths, is what I utterly deny. And 
indeed, had you any other Knowledge of the 
Language, than what you are beholden to theſe 
Wretches for, you would not ſo ſolemnly have 
aſſerted the Genuineneſs of our Tranſlation. I 
could name you many Inſtances, if it were 
needful, which you would be troubled to make 
Senſe of; but I ſhall confine my ſelf to one or 
| D two, 
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(18 ] 
two. Mal. i. 6. If The a Father, where is mine 
Honour ? And if I be imme (Plural, relative 


to mM Singular) where is my Fear? Allo Zach. 


xiv. 6. And it fhall come to paſs in that Day, 
that the Light ſball not be clear, nor dark, 
_ pxap MT. Pagninus puts in the Margin 
Deep, which I ſuppoſe is done by that elegant 
Rule of yours, whereby you change the into), 
as you ſay p. 20. Next Foſh. x. 12. Sun, ſtand 
thou ſtill, Sc. Shew theſe tranſlated Paſſages to 


be conſiſtent either with Divinity, Philoſophy, or 


common Senſe, and I give over Mr. H.'s Con- 
ſtructions. That there is a v, , Difference be- 
tween Mr. H. and you, I readily acknowledge, 
but not for the Reafon you aſſign. I doubt 
not but he ſearched the Scriptures with an 
humble and ſincere Defire of Information, and 
to propagate his Diſcoveries for the general 
Good of Mankind; not out of an ambitious 
View of being Head of a Party, in your Senſe, 
but of being earneſt and aſpiring in the Purſuit 
of the Means to eternal Happineſs: in which 
reſpect Self- Intereſt and Ambition are ſo far 
from being criminal, that they are the moſt 
noble and laudable Qualities a Man can be poſ- 
ſeſſed of. If you have ſearched with this De- 
ſign, I heartily lament your beſtowing ſo much 
Labour in vain. You may as well look for 


Water on the Pike of Teneriff, as to expect to 
ſee the 'De/ign of the Elabim in their Revela- 
tions, thro' the malicious Gloſſes and ſtudied For- 


At 


geries of the Apoſtates. 


[ 29 ] 

At the bottom of p. 17. you examine our 
Amendments. You fay, © There are three 
Words in Hebrew, which ſignify the Divine 
Being.” The two firſt of theſe being found 
Deut. vi. 4. You ſay, Our Saviour, the beſt 
„ Tranſlator in the World (tho' I never read it 
was ever predicted to be any Part of Chriſt's 
Office to tranſlate) has render'd Lord God,” 
Mark xii. 29. Did our Saviour ſpeak Engliſb? 
if not, how does it appear he meant Lord God? 
He renders them indeed by kv and ef»: 
but as theſe Words are always put for dy and 
STI, Reference muſt neceſſarily be had to the 
Original, from whence they are taken. And as 
this is undeniably a Quotation, Iam ſurprized at 
your ridiculous Stupidity, to imagine that our Sa- 
viour did not quote them according to their origi- 
nal Import, rather than according to the common 
Acceptation of them in Heathen Greek. But as 
Mr. H. in his Remarks, Mr. C. in his Serm. and the 
ingenious Author of Some Thoughts on Relig. have 
treated fully of this, I ſhall fay no more about it. 
\ I ſhall proceed to p. 21. where Mr. Hs 
Conſtruction of the Word Nx gives you ſo 
much Offence, or rather ſo much Cauſe of 
Mirth. I ſuppoſe, this is ſome Part of the Sub- 
ject, you have ſaid, cannot be treated of but in 
a ludicrous Manner. In Conſequence whereof, 
your notable Dilucidation upon it beſpeaks itſelf 
the monſtrous Offspring of the Rabbinical Plod- 
der and the Profane Droll. But if the Con- 
ſtruction ever ſo much diſpleaſe you, why * 
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Mr. H. bear all the Blame? Twas no Invention 
of his; twas reputed to be the Senſe of the 
Word long before his Time. If you have 
Marius de Calaſſ. you will find Nx to ſignify, 
7 rei ſubſtantiam, If you look Vo. 
lib. 2. p. 276, you'll find a certain Sect of the 
later Heathens {Democritus as the Head) ima- 
gined Atomos omnium rerum primordia. So the 
Hebrew word £©N (from whence undoubtedly 
the Engliſh Atom is derived) ſignifies the Sub- 
ſtance of Things, the © being a Servile. I am 
not ignorant, that it 1s generally derived from 
the Greek a, non, and reuro, ſeco; the indiviſi- 
ble, or ſmalleſt Parts of Matter. But I propoſe 
this Derivation, as correſponding both in Senſe 
and Sound with the Original Word. Now as 
the Names, or Heavens, in three Conditions of 
Fire, Light, and Spirit, make a glorious Ap- 
pearance, perform every thing in this material 
Syſtem, and were therefore made the Objects 
of the Heathen Worſhip ; where's the Abſur- 
dity of Mo/es's ſhewing, that the Die, the Sub- 
ſtance, the Atoms, of which the Heavens are 
compoſed, were originally created by the Ela- 
him, by which the Elabim of the Heathens ap- 
pear to be but material ? Now for our Errors 
in Divinity that follow from this Conſtruction 
of the Word. You alledge Gen. iv. 1. which 
ye conſtrue thus: I have gotten a Man, or 
Perſon, the Subſtance of, or the very Jehovah. 
Was not a Man to be united to a Perſon of the 
Eſſence, or to the very Jehovah, except you 
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[ 21 } 
would make the Eſſence diviſible > Was not 
Chriſt that compound Perſon, Fehovah and 
Man, that was to be, and was born of Wo- 
man? And was not this revealed, think you, 


to Adam, and by him declared to Eve? What 


elſe but ſuch a gracious Revelation of the Means 
of Salvation could have ſupported them under 
the heavy Conſciouſneſs of their fatal Tranſ- 
greſſion? If ſo, where's the Ab/urdity or Error 
of the Tranſlation? If you have any one to 
blame, it muſt be Eve, who was only too for- 
ward in her Expectations of a Redeemer at /uch 
a Time, as would have been inconſiſtent with 
the Deſign of the Covenant, which was enter'd 


into for the Benefit of Numbers of Generations, 


thenceforward to be born. But ſurely tis a 4% 
Fault to be ſomewhat eager in our Expectations 
of a Redeemer, than either not to expect him af 
all, or in ſuch a Manner, as is no where revealed. 
If you look Pools Synopſ. upon the Place, per- 
haps you'll find Mr. H. not to ſtand ſingle in 
his Opinion here alſo. Or if the Authority of 
the pious and learned Dr. Hen. More have any 
Weight with you, he gives it as the literal Senſe 


of the Word, as may be ſeen in his Theological 


Works, Book 3. Ch. 1. Edit. Lond. 1708. But 
the Malignity of the Aſſertion lyes here, That 
* this Doctrine advances the human Nature 
e into an Unity with each Perſon in the Tri- 
te nity, for they are all of one Subſtance.” De- 
plorable Infatuation, or moſt conſummate Malice! 
to infer from the Union of the Humanity _ 
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[22 ] 
the ſecond Perſon, an unavoidable Neceſſity of 
being united to the other two! Tho the Efence 
be indivifible, are not the Perſons diſtindt? Do 
not the Articles of your Creed teach you this? 
Did not the Figure of the Cherubim exhibit this 
Union of the ſecond Perſon to the Humanity ? 
And after this, can you imagine that any one, 
who is acquainted with theſe Things, could fall 
into ſuch a blaſphemous Abſurdity ? 

I deſigned not to take any Notice of ſeveral 
intermediate Paſſages, but am obliged to correct 
his audacious Falſeneſs, p. 27. where he ſays, 
Mr. C. makes two different Words to ſignify 
the ſame Thing. The Words are wa) and Cv. 
The firſt Mr. C. renders a Breathing Frame, 
and the other, a Soul of Lives. Serm. p. 17, 19. 

"Tis enough to raiſe one's Indignation, to ſee 
a Wretch with an affected, hypocritical Zeal, 
pretend to be amazed to ſee the Scriptures man- 
gled, wreſted, and perverted, as he calls it, 
which is only becauſe he is not capable, nor 
willing to underſtand them. But that which 
chiefly raiſes his diabolical Spleen is, his being 
ranked in the Claſs of Blockheads, Dunces, and 
Apoſtates. If he diſlike the Titles, let him 
ſtudy not to deſerve them. 

I wonder at your Imprudence in the ſecond 
Paragraph, p. 32. in bringing a Quotation from 
your Obſervations, to which you had already 
received an Anſwer, I leave it to your ſell, 
whether you were not conſcious of your own 
Subtlety and Deſign to impoſe upon the Un- 


learned, 


[ 23 ] 
kariied, by aſſerting the Word E Elabim, 
to be 600 times elt or written with an 6.” 
You know very well, there is neither o nor) in 
the Word, except in the Participle Paſſive, the 
Reaſon whereof is ſhewn. You pretend the 
Authority of St. Mark xv. 34. that our Sa- 
« yiour on the Croſs ſaid Elor, Elor; and St. 
Matthew ſays Eli, Eli.“ But this Diſtinction is 
made, not with a Deſign to contradict, or con- 
faſe each other's Meaning ; but only, that when 
the Divine Writers mention our bleſſed. Saviour 
on the ſame Occaſion, they uſe theſe different 


from bee, E, but Ebi from ox, Ehah. Your 
. YObſervation is very mean and pedantick, that 
e che Formation of Hebrew Words muſt be in 
„Conformity, and tied down to thoſe trifling 
Derivations of the Latin ones, ſome thouſands 
t, Jof Years afterwards invented. 

r As you can't paſs by C. p. 17. of his Anfeoty; 
h Bo neither can I you, and for the Reaſon you 
g Felledge. Mr. C. ſays, The Antiquity of theſe 
d Marks (viz. the Points) is now given up by 
* all the Learned World,” and then gives Dr. 
Prideaux's Arguments againſt them. Whether 
very Individual, that has concern'd himſelf in 
this Matter, hath given them up, is not mate- 


dy Fal; neither, in my Opinion, is it ſo very un- 
lt, alti fable a Liberty for Mr. C. to ſay all, when 
vn Ihe Generality (almoſt to a Man, and chat you 


now) have concurr'd in fo doing: J have 
any times read Dr. Prideaux, and that parti- 


cular 


Words, the more fully to deſcribe him. Ei is ld. 4. 
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124 
cular Paſſage very lately, and, I proteſt, I al- 
ways thought him as much againſt them, as 
for them. He does, as you fay, ſum up the 
Arguments on both Sides ; but as to any thing 
he determines upon the matter, he may as well 
be looked upon as an Enemy, as a Friend to 
them. As to his Opinion of the Time of their 
Invention, and by whom, he ſeems rather to 


offer it as a thing poſſible, than what either 
himſelf could depend upon, or was likely to 


ſway others to the Belief of it. 


At p. 41. the ſecond Paragraph, you ſeem | 
to plume your ſelf mightily on having catch'd | 


Mr. C. tripping, as you imagine. He, ſpeak- 
ing of the Sadducees, ſays, © the firſt authentick 
« Evidence that I find of them is in the Goſ- 


*« pels.” You ſay, you can inform him better, 


and then give an Account of them from Dr. 
Prideaux. It is very obſervable, that you pre- 


fer him before the Goſpels. But do you ima- 
yu Mr. C. knew nothing of this Account ? 


lſe why does he ſay the firſt authentich Evi- 


dence ? or why does he put thoſe two Words in | 


1talicks, if he did not underſtand thereby ſome 
other Evidence that he had ſeen, and judged 
not authentick? He goes on, and ſays, The 
e firſt Account of their Tenents is As xxii.” 
You ſay, You find an Account previous to this, 
in the Goſpels, viz. Matt. xxii. Mark ii. 
Luke xx. Truly ſo do I, and ſo did Mr. C. as 
to their denying the Reſurrection, and that 
only, But if you look to that Quotation uw 

| C 
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1 [25] Ay 
the As, you will find they not only denied 
the Reſurrection, but affirmed, there was nei- 
ther Angel (au., IND, the Sent one, Chriſt) [ 
nor Spirit (ava, MN, the Holy Ghoſt.) Thus is 
they denied the Exiſtence of two of the ſacred 


Perſons of the Trinity. Now as theſe are two 1 

very material Points, and not mentioned in 9 
either of the Goſpels, I can't think Mr. C. ſo cb 
much to be blamed for calling this the firſt ac. 
count of their Tenents, inaſmuch as this is ſo * 
much more particular than the other. Vou 8 
might therefore well have ſpared this malicious * 
Charge againſt him, by which you would inſi- 1 
nuate that he has forgot the Goſpels, by pre- * 

| « ferring Mr. H. before them.” #1 
My Deſign was not, as I ſaid, particularl * 
to vindicate Mr. C. but when I ſee ſo muc {ol 
; Inveteracy in the Examiner, and as what he a 
. ſays about the Cherubim, is a Matter we are all * 
concerned in, I can't forbear altering my Pur- 1 
poſe. You fay, p. 50. that Mr. C. hath theſe 5 
' Words, This is the Appearance of the Che- nn 
„ rubim,“ Serm. p. 13. Had you not wilfully = 
n Y omitted p. 14. you could not have ſaid Chap. + 
C FF 77, and 41, contained nothing to his Purpoſe, 5 
d Mr. C. has not completed his Account till al- 5 
"4 


© Y moſt at the End of that Page, which is con- 
| tained in thoſe three Chapters. But you pur- 
s, poſely quote Chap. 11 and 41, to make the 
u. World imagine there is nothing to the purpoſe, 
becauſe there is no Mention there of the Heads 
or Viſages. But there were other Circumſtances 
by To to 


1 
—— — - : 


b & XP 


. 1 
2 LAS 


- 
.. ITT CES TIDE I. IT 3. 
ff —_ _ 4 


= _—— = # £4 
— = - 
— OG — — 2 woot. 


[ 26 ] 

to .be. mentioned relating to them, for which 
Rein Mr. C. refers you to the 11th and 4iſt. 
In the next Paragraph you quote Mr. C lay- 
ing, It hath been à Notion almoſt univerſally 
« received, that the Cherubim were created 
« Spirits for which there is not one Word of 
* Proof in Scripture. (He ſays right.) No, they 


e were an emblematieal Exhibition given to 


© Man.“ To that you add, for which there 
* is. not one Word = Prodf i in Scripture,” , I 
remember the old Proverb, As. bold as Blind 
Bayard. And, I ſuppoſe, nothing. but your 
Blindneſs could have given you fo much Cou- 
rage. It is ſaid Gen. ill. all. that God inhabit- 
ed the Figure of the Cherubim; by which Spe- 
cies of the Divine Preſence this inftituted Em- 
blem became an Oracle, to to give Reſponſes 
to ſuch as were qualified to enquire, and before 
whoſe typical Faces the Sacrifices were to be 
made. The Times alſo for Sacrifice were ap- 
pointed, as appears from the Words ] YR, 
| Gen. iv. 3. Cain braught the Sacrifice at the 
appointed Time, and offered, it (together with 
Abel's, Cain only being qualified to offer, as 
being the Firſt-born) before Jehovah (as the 
Emblem and , the TR a frequently glee 
by the fame N ame,). V did Cain offer, 
it was not commanged 7 115 how before Na 
Faces of Jebovab, if not by ſome inſtituted 
Emblem that contained a Species of his Pre- 
ſence? But after Cain had killed Abel, it is 


ſaid, be went forth from, the Face- of the Lord, 
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mr 9859. How could he be faid to go forth 
from the Faces of Jebovab, if there was not 
ſome Figure to + ge} thoſe Faces? And as 
this Figure conſiſted of ſeveral Viſages, to re- 
preſent the Diſtinction of Perſons in the ſacred 
Trinity, you might have ſpar'd your Mirth up- 
on Mr. H. 's Plural Tranſlation of Cn, p. 25, 
(Face and Perſon being in all Languages ſyno- 
nymous.) And though you ſay, the Heathens 
having their Penates be no Proof at all to you; 
yet to any unprejudiced Perſon, who conſiders 
the Antiquity of the Inſtitution of this Figure, 
and how the firſt Apoſtates carried off all the 
Emblems and Services, which were continued 
by” theit Poſterity, till Length of Time had fo 
corrupted their Services, and obſcured the Mean- 
ing of the Emblems, that the Makers of new 
ones rather gueſſed at the Figures, than under- 


ſtood them, which made them put one Animal 


for another (as may be ſeen in ſeveral Egyptian 
compound Figures ;) I fay, any one that conſi- 
ders -this would be apt to conclude, that the 
Penates of the Heathens were from the original 
Figures of the Cherubim ; except you, with all 
your Learning, can ſhew a better Account, 
But perhaps Kh thay not be ſufficient to con- 
vince you that God inhabited the Cherubim, or 
that any Species of the Divine Preſence dwelt 
therein. If the Word jg“ in the aforeſaid 
Text (Gen. iti. ult.) be not ſatisfactory (as it 
ſeems by his ſaying yen is Hiphil, Obſerv. 
p. 24. ſo ſignifies he placed, not inhabited. This 
E 2 | Evaſion 


[28] | 

Evaſion is abſolutely falſe ; becauſe if the Word 
had been in Hiphil, it would have been pawn, 
and therefore will not ſerve his Turn:) we 
will examine thoſe other Texts, where another 
Word is made uſe of, viz. 22» (which, as a 
Noun, is the Inhabitant ; or, as a Participle, 
289, inhabiting) which occurs in many Places, 
and is joined with the Cherubim. The firſt is 
1 Sam. iv. 4. So the People went out to Shi- 
lob, that they might bring from thence the 
Ark of the Covenant of the Lord of Hoſts, which 
D297 3X dwelleth Cor inbabitetb] the Cheru- 
bim. The Tranſlators have -put in the Word 
between, which there is no Authority for (tho' 
there is a Text, Exod. xxv. 22. where the Lord 
ſays, 1 will commune with thee from between the 
Cherubims.) So 2 Sam. vi. 2. 1 Kings Xix. 5. 
1 Chron. xiii. 6, P/al. Ixxx. 1. P/al. xcix. I. 
Iſai. xXxvii. 16. all to the very fame Purpoſe. 
If then Jehovah inhabited the Cherubim, or, if 
you will, ©2727 NR, the Subftance of, the 
very Figure of it, to ſhew you that the Voice 
came directly from it, as well as from between 
it; if ſo, doubtleſs it was to ſome Purpoſe or 
other : What then ſo fit, as to be an emble- 
matical Exhibition to Man, of the Unity of the 
Eſſence, and Diſtinction of Perſons ? of the 
Covenant enter'd into by the Sacred Perſons for 
the Redemption of Mankind ? of the Union of 
the ſecond Perſon with the Humanity? and fi- 
nally, as an Oracle to give Reſponſes and Di- 
rections in Matters relating to the Law, 

Ce 


[ 29. | 

Sc.? By this it appears, there is more than one 
Word of Proof in ' Scripture for Mr. C's Aſ- 
ſertion. | 183: 

If theſe Texts are. rightly conſtrued (and if 
they are not, I muſt deſire you to mend them) 
your Suppoſition in the third Paragraph, p. 50. 
will appear very abſurd. If you imagine the 
Cherubim to be a certain Order of created 
*« Spirits,” you muſt of Neceflity grant, that 
Fehovah Tjabbaoth inhabited Angels; for which, 
I am bold to fay in my turn, there is not one 
Word of Proof in Scripture. As for the Abſur- 
dity (that neceffarily follows from the Con- 
ſtruction of the aforeſaid Texts) in the Te 
Deum, I can't help. that. It is plain there is 
ſuch ſomewhere; and I ſhould rather be in- 
clined to look for it in the Compoſitions of 
Men, than in the infallible Words of the Holy 
Scripture. I acknowledge as great a Reſpect 
l and Deference to our Liturgy, as the Reverend 
- A. B. but notwithſtanding that, whereſoever I 
p find it deviate from the Scripture, I ſhall not 
7 heſitate to give that the Preference. I would 
r not be thought to harbour an uncharitable 
— Thought of the pious Compiler: ſo far from it, 
e that I look upon it rather as an Error, than a 
xx Crime wilfully committed; ſuch as of Neceſſity 
xx | he fell into, from being under the fatal Direc- 
tion of thoſe villainous Apoſtates in Matters of 
ſuch Importance. It is no wonder therefore to 
me, that Mr. H. and Mr. C. who have un- 
doubtedly found our Tranſlation to be in many 


Places 


[89 ] 
Places Nonſenſe, ſhould find the Liturgy to be 
in-ſorne Inſtances ſo alſo: and tltat they who 
are ſo ſtrenuous in reſtoring the true Senſe, 
ſhould; be ſo far from endeavouring to deſtroy 
both together, that by making Senſe of the one, 
the other would follow, and ſo preſerve both 
from the malicious Deſigns of ons of 
what Denomination foever. 

From p. 51 to 58, you endeavour to confute 
the Conſtruction of * Md, 0 mY off a Pu- 
rifier : And the main Bulwark of your Argu- 
ment conſiſts in alledging, that 5 zun ſignifies 
a Covenant. I grant you, it is ſo render'd; 
bat this is no Proof of its ſignifying a Covenant, 
except you can prove that n, for which it is 
always put by the LXX, ſignifies ſo: For un- 
doubtedly in all Tranſlations the Original muſt 
have the Preference. And if n, as a Perſon, 
ſignifies a Puriſer; as a Thing, the Terms of 
Purification : it can be no Violence offered to 
0:26nx7, to make 1t bear the Senſe of the origi- 
ginal Word, for which it ſtands. The Goſpel 
is called Kwwyy Aan, the new Terms of Pu- 
rafication, Chriſt is called the Surety of a better 
Teſtament, inaſmuch; as he was 72 Reality, 
and therefore to be preferred beſore the typical 
Exhibitions of it under the Law. Heb, vii. 22. 


and wü. 6. The Mediator of the New Teflament ; 


1 e. of the new Terms of Purification. Chap. 
15. This Cup is the New. Teſtament in my 
Blood, i. e. the new Terms of. Purification in 
wy: Blood, my real Blood, in Oppoſition bo 


( 3x ] 
Blood of the , which was gypical of it. 
Luke xxii. 20. Made ug able Mini ers of the 
New Teſtament. ' 4 Cor. wi. 6. Through abe 
Blood of the everlaſting Teftament ; il e. through 
the Blood of the everlaſting Purifier. Heb. xlli. 
20. In this Text Nalarn muſt neceſſarily ſig- 
nify a Perſon, otherwiſe it won't be Senſe. 
Seen in his Temple, the Ark of bis Teſtament, 
Rev.; xi. 9. Now as in all theſe: Places the 
Words Teſtament arid Covenant are rendered for 
ahnen, what hinders that it ſhould have the 
ſame Signification as m in the Original ? 
Mr. C. aſks you, in your firſt Paragraph, 
p. 58, to make Senſe of thoſe Paſſages (I had 
in my Eye) by rendering the Word umu Co- 
venant, viz. Jai. xlii. 6. and xlix. 8. I don't 
find you endeavour at it any other Ways, 
than by that childiſh Figure Metonymia Inftru- 
nenti. Can you imagine, that this Parent of 
all Languages muſt ſubmit to Rules made by 
thoſe who never heard of it ? Or that becauſe 
the Rubbiſh Medley of Eaſtern Languages a- 
bounds in Metaphors, therefore the Hebrew 
muſt ſpeak one thing, and mean another? We 
muſt beg leave to be excuſed in this. But be- 
cauſe it is beyond your Skill to confute it, 
therefore you endeavour to evade it, by affirm-. 
ing it to have a Paffue Signification. Your 


Proof in the Oꝶſerwatious, p. 23. has ſo little 
Weight in it, that you would do well to prove 


it over again. I am almoſt ſatisfied in my ſelf, 
that you know ry not to be a Participle Paſ- 
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55 321 
five; you know how the) is inſerted to make 
_ thoſe, and I doubt not; would have been ready 
enough to have own'd it, had not ye been 
unfortunately a Stumbling-block to you. But 
rather than admit Chriſt as the Purifier of the 
Nations, you blaſphemouſly evade it, by aſk. | 
ing, if he be the Purified by the Nations. Is 
there either Abſurdity, or Impiety, in believing 
Chriſt to be a Purifier? Or does it any ways 
interfere with the main Deſign of his Incarna- 
tion? Had not Man contracted a deadly Im- 

urity, and ſuch as would inevitably exclude | 
— from the Viſion of the Elabim (who are of 
purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity) were there 
not ſome Terms of Purification offered, by 
which he might cleanſe himſelf? Were not 
the Sacrifices that were typical of the Body of 
Chriſt to be pure and clean? Was not the 
Prieſt, the typical Interceſſor, to be free from 
Spot or Blemiſh, and even his Garments to be 
emblematical of the Purity of Chriſt ? Was not 
Chriſt to be born of a pure and immaculate 
Virgin? Does not Chriſt ſay, Bleſſed are the 
pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God? Did not 
Chriſt fay to Nicodemus, Except a Man be 
born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the Kingdom of God? Intimating hereby 
the Neceſſity, under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
of initiating the Perſons into the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion by Water, as an Emblem of waſhing 
them from the original Sin contracted by our 
firſt Parents. Do we not pray to Chriſt (in L. 

2 Office 


A 
Office of Baptiſm) to ſanctify the Water to the 
myſtical waſhing away of Sin? To what Pur- 
poſe are all theſe Paſſages, that ſo manifeſtly 
ſet forth an Idea of Cleanſing, but to convince 
us of the Uncleanneſs of our own Condition, 
and to exhibit Chriſt in the comfortable Cha- 
racer of cleanſing and purifying us, who is 
like a Refiner's Fire, and like Fullers n Sope, 
Mal. iii. 2, 3. Wherefore then are theſe loud 
Cavils againſt the genuine and ſo apparent Senſe 
of the Word ? Surely with no other View than, 
like Corah, Dathan, and Abiram, to inſinuate 
the Purity and Holineſs of their own Condition, 
and to evade the Neceflity of a Redeemer, to 
purify us from this Droſs and Pollution we have 
contracted. What is the fallen and degenerate 
state of Man, but a variegated Scene of Foul- 
neſs and Corruption in regard to Faith and 
e Practice? And what is Chriſtianity, or the 
t Mow Terms, but a waſhing and cleanſing us 
te tom theſe groſs Impurities, a Regeneration, or 
% New Birth from the Loathſomneſs and morti- 
ot berous State of Sin, into the ſweet and healthful 
ze Tate of Righteouſneſs? | 
„But you ſeem to lay great Streſs on Job v. 23. 
y laying, Thou ſhalt be in League with the Stones 
n, V {he Field; which you would make a Jeſt of, 


e- Wy aſking if this Purifier, like Nebuchadneſſar, 
ng Jas to cat Graſs with the Oxen? I am ſorry 


ar for your harden'd Situation. But fee the dread- 


he nul Effects of following the Tranſlation in ſuch 


ice inſtances as the Apoſtates have wilfully con- 
F founded! 


[ 34] 
founded ! I aſk you, if you think this Paſſage 
rightly render'd ? and if in this Place u be 
a 1 7 7 Paſſive? If fo, why is it render'd 


by a Verb of the Future Tenſe? But before I 
tranſlate it, I muſt premiſe ſomething.' After 
the Tranſgreſſion of Adam, God was pleaſed to 
denounce a Curſe upon the vegetable Mould for 
bis fake TART FTIR, Gen. iii. 17. This 
Curſe upon the vegetable Mould (and conſe- 
quently upon all Fleſh that was form'd of it) 
was executed in that ever-memorable Manner 
at the Flood, by calling up the Waters to de- 
ſtroy the Earth, and reduce it to its former Nh. 
But after the Waters were aſſwaged, and Neah 
had offer'd Sacrifice, God ſaid, Iwill not again 
curſe the Ground any more; but Seed-time and 
Harveſt, and Cold and Heat, and Summer and 
Winter, and Day and Night ſball remain: 
Gen. viii. 20, 21, 22. Accordingly in the next 
Chapter God makes a new Grant to Neah of 
the Creatures, and the Curſe was taken off the 
Ground, by eſtabliſhing and promiſing to raiſe 
up his Purifier, who was to be of the Subſtance 
of the ſame MIN, which was curſed. . Now 
therefore we will examine into the Meaning of 
this Text, vi. r WT 228 By 15 It 
will be neceſſary firſt to ſee the Signification of 
IAN, here render'd Stones. The Word ſignifies 
a Heap, or Maſs of any Species of Atoms 
whatſoever, adhering by the Compreſſure of 
the Spirit; ſo a Stone, as that conſiſts of Atoms 
bound in the hardeſt manner by eee 

| ut 


[ 35 ] | 

But that it is not limited to this particular 
Thing, appears from Exod. 1. 16. where it is 
uſed for the Sellæ, the Maſſes, or Benches they 
fat upon. And from Fer. xvii. 3. where it is 
uſed for ſomething, whatſoever rais'd Maſs it 
was, that the Potter ſat upon. It is alſo uſed 
for Hailſtones. Wherefore the Paſſage ſhould 
be thus render'd, For thy Purifier (by the Efta- 
bliſhment of whom the Curſe was taken off) with 
the Maſſes, or concreted Heaps of the Field; here- 
by ſhewing the Extenſiveneſs of the Bleſſing, 
by which the Earth was a ſecond time made 
fruitful. This will make the Place Senſe, and 
reſcue our Saviour, this Purifier, from that un- 
heard- of Condition this Examiner had ſubject- 
ed him to, vi. eating Graſs with Oxen. 

I ſhall paſs on to p. 69. having already con- 
futed your Charges againſt us in regard to the 
ſacred Perſons of the Trinity. You ſay, © Our 
<« Doftrines are highly injurious and diſhonour- 


e able to our bleſſed Saviour, by inſinuating, 


* that the cunning Malice of the Jets was too 
“hard for him.” This is falſe. But what tho 
our Saviour took our Nature upon him, lived a 
Life of Sorrows, and died a miſerable Death to 
redeem us ; preach'd the Goſpel to all Man- 
kind, wrought Miracles to confirm his Miſſion, 
choſe his Apoſtles to preach the fame, and 
gave them alſo Power to work Miracles for the 
fame End; in ſhort, did every thing that was 
conſiſtent with the Free-agency of Mankind, 
to propagate his holy Doctrine? ' Yet ſtill, if 
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[ 36 ] 
there were Prophecies that related either to the 
Progreſs or Hindrance of Chriſtianity, doubt- 
leſs they muſt be fulfill d. Accordingly Saint 
Peter tells us in his ſecond Epiſtle, Chap. ii, 
Ver. 1. That as there were in former Times 
falſe Prophets, ſo ſhould there alſo be falſe * 
Teachers, bringing in damnable Hereſies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them. And that | 
many ſhould follow their pernicious Ways, by 
— — of whom the Way of Truth ſhould be 

evil ſpoken of, Ver. 2. The whole Chapter is | 
upon this Subject. So alſo in Chap. iii. 3. he 
lays it down as a Certainty, that in the loff 
Day s there ſhall come Scoffers, walking after | 
their own Luſts, and ſaying, where is the Pro- 
miſe of his Coming? For ſince the Fathers fell 
aſteep, all Things continue as from the Beginning 
of the Creation, Ver. 4. So alſo St. John in his 
1 Epiſt. Ch. ii. Ver. 18. warns them to beware 
of Seducers ; As ye have heard that Antichriſt 
could come, even now there are many Anti- 
chriſts, whereby Wwe know that it is the loſt 
Time. 80 Chap. iv. not to believe all that 
pretend to the Spirit. So alſo St. Jude at large. 
Now as theſe were Prophecies concerning 
the State of Chriſtianity, I hope you'll al- 
low they were to have their Completion; 
which began to be ſoon after the Death of the 
Apoſtles. And ſurely the dreadful Effects of 
theſe. Prophecies have of a long time, and do 
ſtill continue to be felt amongſt us! That 
Land which our bleſſed Saviour honoured with 
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[ 37 ] 
his Birth, where the firſt Promulgation of the 
K Aizbjxy (the new Terms of Purification) 
was made ; where Chriſtianity by his own, and 
the faithful Miniſtry of his Apoſtles, was trium- 
phant, ſoon began to be corrupted in its Faith, 
by imbibing ſuch Errors and Hereſies, as were 
impoſſible to have been met with, but from 
the apoſtate 'Fews, who were then and there 
very numerous ; and finally, to complete the 
Miſery and Affliction of thoſe Eaſtern Churches, 
God was pleaſed to ſuffer Mahomet to be ſet up 
by the Agents of Satan, to delude great part of 
Mankind by his carnal and impure Doctrines, 
and as a Scourge to the Eaſtern Churches for 
their Apoſtacy, whom he ſtill keeps in the 
moſt ſervile State of Subjection. Is it not rea- 
ſonable alſo to conclude, that thoſe harden'd 
Wretches who denied Chriſt after all the Evi- 
dence, nay Demonſtration, that he was the 
Perſon, that they ſhould infuſe their contemp- 
tible Notions of him and his Doctrine into the 


Minds of their Children? Who, not being Eye- 


witneſſes of the Miracles he wrought, know- 
ing that he was put to Death by their Fathers, 
and entertaining the higheſt Veneration for their 
Traditions, would naturally be induced to re- 
ject him, and, according to their uſual Invete- 
racy, oppoſe him by all poſſible Methods. This 
was undoubtedly the Caſe. And yet, could not 
God have hinder'd all this, if he had pleaſed ? 
Could not Chriſt have hinder'd the Fews from 
crucitying him, by praying to the Father, r 
Wou 
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avoruld preſently have given him more than twelve | 
Legions of Angels? Matt, xxvi. 53, 54.) But | 


how then ſhould the Scriptures be fulfilld, that 


thus it ſhould be? Could not God have made 


Men happy, or miſerable, without any formal 


State of Trial and Judgment? But how then 
had that Wiſdom of God in a Myſtery, that 


hidden Wiſdom, which God ordained before the 
World unto cur Glory, have appeared? (1 Cor. 
ii. 7.) But there is no End of aſking Queſti- 
ons of this Nature. Wherefore the cunning 
Malice of the Fewws was not too hard for Chriſt, 
as not having Power to have overcome it: But 


that as he lays no Reſtraint upon the Minds of 


Men, he fairly ofter'd himſelf as the Perſon 
who was to come ; perform'd and ſuffer'd what 
the Meſiab was to perform and ſuffer ; com- 
plied with all the Predictions of him, and left 
all Parties to expect the Completions in their 


own Senſe. It was not his Buſineſs to uſe Force 


of any ſort, inaſmuch as Chriſtianity is not a 
matter of Compulſion, but of Choice and Elec- 
tion, 'The Evidence was before them; and 
they that believed it embraced Chriſt and his 
Doctrine. And doubtleſs, many there were at 
all Times that were firm Believers, and refuſed 
to comply with the Apoſtates, but yet for want 
of ſufficient Knowledge in the Hebrew could 


never make Head againſt them. It never was 


imagin'd, either by Mr. H. or Mr. C. that the 


Chriſtian Cauſe was ever totally ſuppreſs'd ; but 
only ſo obſcur'd, that, for any thing that ap- 
Mk. i : pears 
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pears to the contrary, there was little more of 
it preſerved in the general, than the outward 
Form. | 

In your ſecond Paragraph, p. 69, you fay, 
« Our Doctrines are highly injurious to the 
« Old Teſtament.” This Reflection, I ſhould 
have thought, we had no ways merited at your 
Hands; our Zeal for the Hebrew Text being fo 
univerſally known, that it needs no inſiſting 
upon now. We profeſs to believe the Fall of 
Man, nay higher, the Creation of him too, 
(which is more than many pretended Chriſtians 
| will allow) and of every thing in this Syſtem, 
; by Febovab Elahim. That he Seed of the Mo- 
nan ſhould bruije the Serpent's Head; that Chriſt 
. was promiſed to Abrabam, as the Perſon in 
whom all the Families of the Earth ſhould be 
bleſſed. But according to our Scheme, you ſay, 
that Satan recover'd his Bruiſe, as ſoon as 
the Apoſtles died; the promiſed Bleſſing was 
immediately loſt, and the Light to lighten 
* the Gentiles was put out, till Mr, H. reſtor'd 


s be but of little Efficacy in the Faith and Prac- 
tice of Men, has appear'd too true already, and 
will continue to appear ſo, ſo long as there are 
ſuch Perſons as the Ob/ervator and Examiner 
exiſting. But I defire to know in what Senſe 
you underſtand Chriſt's vanquiſhing Satan? I 
believe that the Covenant was cnter'd into by the 
lacred Perſons, to defeat the malicious Views 
of this common Enemy againſt the ſucceſſive 
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* it.” That this Bleſſing was ſo far loſt, as to 
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Races of Mankind; and that Chriſt, the Exe- 
cutor thereof, did, by his Oblation. of himſelf 
once offer'd, obtain a complete Victory over 
him, by excluding him the Poſſeſſion: of Men's 
Bodies, by ſtopping the Mouths of his Oracles, 
which were wont to trumpet forth his fatal 
Deluſions; in ſhort, by bringing his Kingdom 
into a far leſs Compaſs than before. But has 
he therefore no Province left? no Objects to 
exerciſe his malicious Subtleties upon ? Alas! 
this is but too evident, and his Inſtruments in 
conveying his firſt fatal Aſſertion, that Revela- 
tion is falſe, but too numerous amongſt us! 
Are we not ſenſible of his continual Tempta- 
tions, his evil Suggeſtions, and Plottings againſt 
us? But we thankfully acknowledge our ſelves 
indebted to our mercitul Saviour, who gives us 
Weight to ſtand againſt his powerful Propulſi- 
ons, that we may not be Zofjed to and fro with 


every Wind of Doctrine, Eph. iv. 4. but conti- 


nue firm and immoveable, :na/much as we know 
that our. Labour is not in vain in the Lord, 
1 Cor. xv. 58. The Glory Jehovah is our Con- 
fidence; to him muſt we extend our Faith, as 


of whom alone we can receive Weight to add 


to our Lightneſs, when we ſhall be weigh'd in 
the Balances of immutable Juſtice, If theſe 
Things are true, I know not to what Purpoſe 

ou would infinuate a total Suppreſſion of the 
Devil's Operations, except it be, that thereby 
you might palm your felf upon the World for 
a Man of God. 


I need 


1 1 
I need not ſay any thing to your Charge 


againſt us concerning the New Teſtament, 


p- 70, foraſmuch as we know the two Teſta- 
ments to tally like two Indentures, and that the 
one cannot ſubſiſt without the other. I ſhould 
have paſſed over many of the following Pages, 
were J not obliged to make ſome Reply to your 
malicious Aſſertion, p. 27, that we prefer Mr. 
H. before Chriſt. You ſay, © that according 
* to this Scheme, you doubt not but our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour muſt not only ſubmit himſelf to 
Moſes, as his Inferior, but much more infe- 
rior to Mr. H.“ But where is the Founda- 
tion for this blaſphemous Charge? You can- 
not mean in Mr. H.'s Writings, becauſe you 
ſay We prefer. And if you refer to any Writ- 
ings, it muſt be either to Some Thoughts on Re- 
ligion, A Letter to a Biſhop, or to Mr. C.'s 
Sermon; in either of which Pieces, if you can 
produce any thing that favours this vile Aſſer- 
tion, I am content to be thought guilty ; and 
theſe are all that have been publiſhed upon the 
Matter. As to Moſes, we make no odious 
Compariſons between him and Chriſt, but re- 
ceive the Doctrines both of the one and the 
other with that grateful Acknowledgment, as 
becomes thoſe who look upon the one as a di- 


cc 


cc 


A 


vinely inſpired Writer, and a Type, and the 


other as the Subſtance thereof, and 7 whom 
droelt the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily," Col. ii. 9, 


We are taught to believe and acknowledge, 
that Chriſt is worthy of more Honour than 


© Mefes, 
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42 a 
Maſes, inaſmuch as he who builded the Houſe 
hath more Honour than the Houſe, Heb. iii. 3. 


Me give Moſes no greater Commendations than 


Chriſt himſelf hath taught us, when he aſſerts 


the Neceſſity of a previous Knowledge and 


Faith in Maſess Writings, in order to the Be- 


lief of his Doctrine, ſaying, 1f ye believe not his 
[Moſes's|] Writings, how ſhall ye believe my | 
Words? John v. 47. 

You bring ſeveral Charges againſt us from 
p. 70 to 79, in which you ſay, our Doctrines 
« will deſtroy both-publick and private Wor- 


85 ſhip.“ But as you alledge nothing to ſupport 
theſe Charges, I ſhall take no Notice of them, 


but paſs on to p. 80, where you ſay, © theſe 
% Doctrines may bring in all manner of Here- 
e fies beſides.” There's no great matter in this 
Paragraph, but your queſtioning Mr. H.'s Skill 
in Hebrew ; which indeed is much eaſter done, 
than diſproved; and your conſummate Aſſu- 


Tance in ſaying, “ he takes the Liberty of al- 


e tering the Hebrew Vowels in the Text.” 
What Vowels are there in the Text? None but 
what your Clan have added ; which, if allow'd 


to be of any Force, muſt be of greater than 


the Letters, otherwiſe they could not alter the 
Text as they do, and make one Word ſignify 
ſeveral Things, and put one Word for-another. 
But this is an idle Stofy, only inſerted for want 

of ſomething to ſay. 
The firſt is that of the Arians, and thoſe of 
the ſame Nature (tho' what they are I know 
not, 


[ 43 ] 
not, nor you neither.) To ſupport which you 
have not brought ſo much as the Shadow of a 
Proof. All that you fay for it is, that “ ac- 
* cording to us, all that the Primitive Chriſti- 
* ans have wrote, all that the firſt Reformers 
and our own Divines have done againſt this 
* Hereſy muſt be laid aſide for Mr. H.'s 
* Works.” And ſuppoſe his ſhould be worth 
them all! I fee no Ablurdity in the Thing. 
But in my Opinion there is but one Teſt to 
prove all Spirits and Doctrines by, and that is 
the Scriptures. Now if theſe are rightly con- 
ſtrued (as we are very apt to believe they are) 
there will be leſs Occaſion for ſo many heavy 
Loads of Commentators (who ſcarce ever agree 
in any thing) than you ſeem to imagine. If 
the Scriptures were rightly conſtrued and un- 
derſtood, it would effectually deſtroy the ſeve- 
ral Sets and Perſuaſions of Men, by bringing 
all Men into the Acknowledgment of one Lord, 
one Faith, and one Baptiſm, Eph.iv. 5. But I 
fancy you form a Judgment of others by that 


cc 


excellent Method of ſuppoſing your ſelf in their 


Situations, which indeed 1s a very good Way : 
But then the Thoughts of parting with the 
Works of a Perſon of A. B.'s profound Learn- 
ing muſt be very unwelcome; and it muſt 
needs go very much againſt the Grain, to find 
that all the Pains you have beſtow'd are but of 
little Value, attended with a fruitleſs Search, 
and not rewarded with one fingle Diſcovery. 
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Your other Inſtance is of the Incarnation of 
the Son of God; the firſt Part of which being 
of the ſame Nature with the laſt Paragraph, 
needs no particular Anſwer, I ſhall therefore 
proceed to p. 82, where you uſher in your 
ſtrong Objections with your fs. Had you been 
categorical indeed, you had been guilty of Blaſ- 
phemy, as I ſhall ſoon ſhew. You ſuppoſe, 
<* that all Perſons who look upon one another 
do not enter into Covenant.” Wonderful in- 
deed.! © Nor that any particular Poſture did 
* determine a Covenant.” I ſhall anſwer you 


in your own Way. Now if, in the Office of 
Matrimony, for Inſtance, any Perſon ſhould 


ſay there was no particular Poſture uſed, would 
not this be a very weighty Objection, think 
you? © Or if he ſhould fay, that the High- 
5 Prieſt did never ſprinkle the Mercy-Seat with 
% Blood:” Would not ſuch a bold Aſſertion 
make the Authority of Moſes totter, who ſays, 


Led. xvi. 14. And he ſhall take of the Blood of 


the Bullock, and ſprinkle it with his Finger upon 
the Mercy-Scat Eaftward? But what Autho- 
rity have you to ſuppoſe the Blood was not 
ſprinkled upon the Mercy-Seat, in Oppoſition 
to this plain Text? Your next Suppoſition is 
abſurd, as well as blaſphemous. For if the 
Blood had been ſprinkled on the Altar, 
our. nd a Row of Build- 
ings had been between, could not the Cheru- 
bim, in which was the Divine Preſence, who 
are repreſented to be full of Eyes (a ſure cal 

| em 
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blem of Omniſcience) have beheld it notwith- 
ſtanding ? Can Walls and Buildings intercept 
the Sight of God? But this is of a piece with 
the Reaſon aſſigned by the antient Heathens for 
worſhipping the Heavens. They affirmed, that 
God had forſaken the Earth, Ezek. viii. 12. and 
did not concern himſelf with the Actions of 
Men; and therefore ſaid, Can he judge through 
the dark Cloud? Thick Clouds are a Covering 
to him, that he ſeeth not. Job xxii. 14. You 
vary but little from this; inſtead of Clouds and 
Darkneſs, you aſk, „if he can fee through 
Houſes ?” Aſſuredly he can, and as eaſily as 
he can diſcern the Malice of your Heart thro' 
the Covering of your Body. © Or if a Man 
* ſhould ſay, that the Cherubim did never look 
* upon the Mercy-Seat.” If he ſhould, 'twould 
be the Speech of an Apoſtate, and an Enemy to 
the Scripture, as appears from Exod. xxxvii. . 
And the Cherubims fpread out their Wings on 
high, and covered with their Wings over the 
Mercy-Seat, with their Faces one towards ano- 
ther; to the Mercy-Seat were the Faces of the 
Cherubims, You ſay, © Theſe weighty Now 
e zfs would ſerve to create Objections againſt 
* the whole Scheme.“ But in the Opinion of 
any one in his Senſes, it would only excite a 
laudable Indignation againſt ſuch malicious 
Falſifiers of plain Texts of Scripture, who ſtick 
at nothing to ſerve the Cauſe they have in hand. 

We will now examine into the © Probabi- 
lity of this Scheme bringing in ſome of the 
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* old Hereſies, from the Reaſon you alledge 


p. 82 and 83. Your firſt pious Dread is from 
our Conſtruction of the Word ,, which | 


we underſtand;in a Plural Senſe, to convey an 
Idea of the Diſtinction of Perſons, in Oppoſi- 
tion to your tranſlating it Singular (though you 
acknowledge it to be Plural) on purpoſe to 


ſuppreſs that Idea. Now obſerve the Malice of 


the Man's Aſſertion, and the Inference he draws 
from it, which is this: That becauſe the Word 
is Plural (for the Reaſon above) we would 


tranſlate it Gods, and ſo introduce Polytheiſm. 


Vile Inſinuation! Did you ever meet with any 
thing of this Nature, either in Mr. H. or his 
Followers ? Are they not always as ſtrenuous 
in aſſerting the Unity of the Eſſence, as the 


Diſtinction of Perſons? Hear, O Iſrael, Je- 


hovah (the one Eſſence) cur Elahim (the Per- 
ſons thereof) is one, or the ſame Febovab. Deut. 
V. 4. | 

4 to your ſecond Charge, of org g u 
againſt Mr. H. I ſhall ſay no more here, hav- 
ing before ſufficiently clear'd him from that 
Aſperſion. 

Neither is that of Deiſm worthy any Re- 
gard. We deny not the Providence of God, 
which is over all his Works; particularly in 
preſerving the ſacred Scriptures pure and genu- 
ine, in ſo long and general a State of Corrup- 
tion; during which, tho' the Generality of 
Mankind ſwerv'd from the true Worſhip, yet 
there were always ſome remaining, which bow'd 
not the Knee to Baal, 1 Kings xix. 18, As 
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As Mr. C. aſks you, p. 85, if you can pro- 
duce one Aſſertion, or one Hint in his Sermon, 
which contradicts or undermines any Article of 
Belief, nay any Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, and you have not thought fit to alledge 
any thing on that Head : So now I ſecond him 
in that Interrogation, and challenge you to 
bring one fingle Proof from Scripture, that 
convicts us of any Hereſy, either antient or 
modern; upon which Il be content to deſiſt 
from the Study of Hebrew after the Manner 
Mr. H. has preſcribed. But by the by, it 
muſt be a real and ſubſtantial Proof, either 
from the Old or New Teſtament, and not ſuch 
malicious Slanders and Calumnies, as your Ex- 
amination abounds with. 

And now laſtly, © howſoever happy you 
may imagine it would be for this Kingdom, 
* might theſe Errors (as you are pleaſed to call 
them, but will never be able to prove them) 
« die with their Author and Abettor ;” I am 
inclined to think this rather to be the Effect 
of what you could wiſh, than what you have 
any real Grounds for. For though your Party 
be pretty numerous in this Nation, yet as the 
Hebrew Scriptures are, by the Bleſſing of God, 
fairly and impartially conſtrued (at leaſt, fo 
much of them as have regard to the important 
Points of Man's Salvation) ye may reaſonably 
expect a Declenſion of your Empire, So long 
indeed as ye can keep this People in a kind of 
Lethargy, as it were in Suſpenſe between 
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[ 48 ] 
chooſing and refuſing Religion; ſo long as Mo- 
rality and relative Duties between Man and 
Man are the ſole Theme of the Pulpit ; ſo long 
as a ridiculous and affected Eloquence is the 
ſtudied Topick to amuſe and pleaſe, rather 
than to inſtruct the People; ſo long as Chriſti- 
anity is to be back'd and ſupported by Heathen 
Authors, and the wiltul Forgeries of Apoſtates, 
will your Cauſe be triumphant. - But the Caſe N 
is 'alter'd by the Revival of the Study of this I p 
antient Language, which not only diſcovers the 8 
wicked Deſigns of the Fews in confounding b 
the Hieroglyphical and Emblematical Know- d 
ledge, but alſo opens a moſt ample and glori- I b 
ous Scene, diſplaying the wonderful Tranſac- ; 
tions of the Elabim in a moſt regular and con- WI x 
1 
1 


ſiſtent Scheme, from the firſt Revelation in 
Paradiſe to the End of all Things. In the 
room of your Morality and Pulpit-Rhetorick is 
now ſubſtituted the Covenant between the B27 
[Great Ones, ] by which they became SIM 
{ Elahim,] bound in a Covenant for the Re- 
demption of Man; and to convey the Idea 
with the utmoſt Certainty, repreſented under 
the Penalty of a conditional Execration. In- 
ſtead of Heathen Authors, and the wilful For- 
geries of Apoſtates, is now offer'd the indiſpu- 
table Evidence for Chriſtianity, ſubſiſting in the 
Hebrew Scriptures. ' The Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity proved to Demonſtration by that material 
Parallel the Emu [Shemim] the Names, which 
are exhibited in Holy Scripture, as the Em- 

blems 
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blems of the ſacred Three. Where theſe Things 
are preached, they make a wonderful IrpreC 
on on the Minds of the well-Uifpoſed Laity; 
who no longer fit as indolent Auditors of iniſi- 
id Topicks, but diſcover an eager and lauda- 
He Deſire of Information in Things of this 
eternal Moment. They are pleafingly ſurpriz d 
at the Relation of thoſe Things, which exhibit 
at one View the original and pure State of 
Man, the Subtlety and Malice of Satan in ſup- 
planting him, his preſent weak and helpleſs 
State, and the merciful Interpoſition of our 
bleſſed Saviour, according to Covenant, to re- 
deem him. No Wonder that theſe Things are 
become the Subject of daily and general Enqui- 
ry, when the Minds and Aﬀections of Men 
are once touch'd at the Repreſentations of 
Things ſo ſeemingly new, and yet ſo abſolutely 
neceſſary to be known. it 77 7s 2 4 1-4 
In behalf of this, I doubt not but Mr. C. is 
refolv'd to propagate theſe Opinions; in which 
Cauſe, by God's Grace, he will not fail of great 
Numbers of Abettors, who will uſe their ut- 
moſt Endeavours in teaching and explaining 
this Scheme, no otherwiſe Mr. H.'s, than as he 
has been the happy Inſtrument of reſcuing the 
deriptures out of the Rabbinical Obſcurity, and 
ſetting them forth in their native Luftre and 


Brightneſs. ' And on reflecting on the fallen 


and degenerate Condition of Mankind, on the 
immenſe Goodneſs of the Elabim, in contriv- 
ing the Method of our Salvation, by that fur- 
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o 
izing Condeſcention of one of the Effence to 
33 incarnate, and therein to ſuffer in our 
Stead; when this is the Subject of Contempla- 


tion, who can fail of breaking forth into this 
rapturous Exclamation, V ho De Ebbab] exe. 
crated befides Fehoua ?? 
As to your Vindication of the: Maſorites, 
p. 87, you might have ſpared that, in my 
Opinion : However, 'I ſhall take no more no- 
tice of it than this, that though their Learning 
and Qualifications were perhaps the leaſt that 
ever People acquir'd a Character by, yet the 
ſignal Providence of God is very conſpicuous, 
even in the Labours of theſe Men: For by 
their pointing out the Middle Verſe and Word 
in each Chapter, numbering the Words and 
Letters in the whole Bible, and other ſuch 
ſeemingly inconſiderable Performances, it is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible either to add to, or diminiſh 
from, the ſacred Text. ry 

Your Vindication of the Hebrew Text I look 
upon as altogether ſuperfluous, p. go, ſeeing it 
never was a Matter of Diſpute between us; tho 
you fo loudly declaim againſt Mr. C. in this 
Reſpect, whoſe Meaning you either miſtake, 


or (which I am rather inclined to believe) will- 


fully pervert. Neither he, nor Mr. H. ever 
infinuate any other. Corruption than what of 
Neceſſity aroſe from the Addition of the Vowel 
Points, by which you know how arbitrarily 


Words are alter'd, and Significations changed; 


as for Inſtance, nt is ſubſtituted for * 
K * (for 


„ 
K 


-—_— e a « n 


. . 1 «a 


r bn Oi ad bc © an Dor fcc .4 >. a A a MM 


& > »= WW 


( 51] 

(for Reaſons beſt known to Satan.) As we re- 
ject the Points, it is plain we build all upon the 
Authority of the Letters, which would be ab- 
ſurd, did we not previouſly acknowledge the 
Genuineneſs of the Text. OT 
The only Inſtance you pretend to have catch- 
ed Mr. H. tripping in, is p. 106, in what you 
alledge in regard to his n ſaying, where 
is the Man who pointed the reſt of the Bible, 
that he did not point that Part of the Book of 
Numbers that remains unpointed? Here, you 
ſay, Mr. H. ſwaggers and bluſters at his uſual 
Rate. If aſking a Queſtion can be called ſwag- 
gering, then you are in the right to make Mr. 
H. a Bully, that you may have the Credit of 
demoliſhing him: But if not, then you are the 
Swaggerer ; and you betray the Littleneſs of 
your Soul, in catching ſo haſtily at ſomething 
to triumph upon. 'I have already quoted the 
Proverb upon you, and you are again running 
your Head againſt a Wall. If the Offerings, be- 
ing the ſame, made a Repetition of the Points 
unneceſſary, the ſame Reaſon would have made 
the Letters ſo; and it would have been faid, in 
ſhort, that their Offerings were the ſame. But 
if all the Points were not neceſſary, how come 
any of them to be ſo? Several Words have one 
or two Points; nor were the other Marks any 
more neceſſary than the Vowel Points. We 
find the fame Phraſe repeated twice, at the 
Beginning and Ending of the Offering of each 
Prince, and yet both full pointed. If thoſe 
H 2 Paſſages 
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Words: were pointed before; how come. ther 
Repetitions, ſuch as two or three Chap 


14 
Paſſages were left unpointed, becauſe the ane 


in 


1/aiah and the Books of Kings, where 
of Sennacherib is told in the very lame Word! 
and yet both are pointed? ai. xxxyl. 2 Kings 
xviü, Sc. I fancy the Queſtion ſtill looks ag 
big as ever it did; tho to one of Al. B. s great 
Sagacity it ſoon vaniſhes. Von are prepared 
with an Anſwer more ſolid than Mr. H. could 
have expected. But the Misfortune is, that if 
your Solution be of any Force, it at once de- 
{troys the whole Syſtem of Pointing. For if 
the Letters cannot be read ier the Points, 
how do you iknow: theſe Offerings are the ſame, 
When your ur infallible Direction 4s gone? Or, if 
you ſay the Letters ſhew. that, you muſt of 
DN eengny acknowledge, that you diſcover it 
without the Points. Or farther, if you ay you 
will, ſubſtitute - the ſame Points to the fame 
Letters, Iaſk by what Authority you do that? 
For if this be allowable, you may alter any 
Word in the Bible, by ſubjoining the Points of 
another Word, fo; change the Signification as 
you pleaſe. Therefore, before you triumph too 
much, let me adviſe v to be conſiſtent with 
your ſelves. 8 

To conclude, when I 3 che een 
Efforts Of Satan, that are made uſe of to un- 
dermine or render Revelation ſuſpected, and ſo 
deprive, us g the Means of gaining eternal 
Wippen 1. capo but adore the Goodneſs 


and 


3 1321 
and:\Providen rave — 
ſtruments as he thinks 


raiſing up ſuch In- 
for the Defenſe 


of the ſacted Scriptures, mOppoſition to the wits 
ful Malize of the e Jews, and ſuch pre- 
tended! Chriftians as in their Methods, 
and take the Terms of their Salvation upon the 


Canſtru@ion of the mortal Enemies thereof,” I 
look upon it as à certain Mark of the. Efta- 
bliſhment of the Church of Chriſt, upon fo 
ſolid a Foundation, that the Malice of Hell 
ſhall never be able to undermine it. I do ad- 
mire that excellent Prayer in our Liturgy, and 
upon all Occaſions pronounce it with a particu- 
lar Emphaſis: From all falſe Doctrine, Here- 
* ſy, and Schiſm, from Hardneſs of Heart, 
* and Contempt of thy Word and Command- 
* ments, Good Lord, deliver us.” I will venture 


to add, © That it may pleaſe him to /luminare 


c all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons with true 
% Knowledge and Underſtanding of his Word, 
** that both by their Preaching and Living they 
* may ſet it forth, and ſhew it accordingly :” 
And finally, That it may pleaſe him to forgive 
< our Enemies, Perſecutors, and Slanderers, and 
eto turn their Hearts.” 

And thus, notwithſtanding the Pride and 
Uncharitableneſs of Mr. H. and his Followers, 
they can with the greateſt Sincerity and Chriſ- 
tian Affection pray for their Enemies, and that 
thoſe, who have erred and are deceiv dd, may 
be brought into the Way of Truth. But this 


Fannot be the Cale in regard to us, it being 
12 3 | impoſlible 
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» 1 5Aible there a ſha 114 be perſon al En 2 ; 
ſubſiſting between Parties utterly unknown to 
each other. But if you are an Apaſtate from 


the Faith of Chriſt, a Blaſdbemer of God, an 


Hinderer, or Slauderer of his Word, I know 
not where Chriſt directs me to extend my Cha- 
rity. to ſuch, neither would it avail any thing if 
it did. I obſerve, that in regard to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, he charges his Apoſtles to ſhake of 
the very Du e their Feet, as a Teſtimony 
againſt thoſe that refuſed to receive it, ſaying, 


a 
It ſhould be more tolerable even for Sodom and 
Gomorrah, than for that City; Matt. x. 14. 
Matk vi. 1. Luke i g. 
But as it is far more eaſy to find Faults, than 
to amend them, I ſhould be glad to ſee ſome 
of your Performance by way of Emendation, 
to give a better Senſe of thoſe Words Mr. H. 
has conſtrued, and not be perpetually carping 
at the Neunes and Uncommonneſs of his Ex- 
preſſions, and that merely becauſe they are in- 
conſiſtent with the Explications of Apoſtates, 
which have with ſet Purpoſe (many of them) 
been made to confound and miſlead Chriſtians. 
You would much more oblige the Learned, by 
ſhewing hat the Cherubim are, than by ſay- 
ing Mr. H.'s Account makes the Te Deum guil- 
ty of an Abſurdity. Or if Preaching be your 


peculiar Talent, you would do well to ſet forth 


a Sermon on Mr. C.'s, Text, and ſhew the 
World the Falſeneſs and Errors he infers from 


his Way of conſtruing thoſe Words. Aſſure 


your 
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your ſelf, we ſhall not be fatisfied with ſuch 
Performances as the Obſervations and Examina- 
tion. But if you have that great Regard and 
Zeal ſor Chriſtianity you pretend to have, let 
me adviſe you not to ſcull in the dark like a 
Half-Friend to the Cauſe, and as if you were 
aſhamed to appear in Defenſe of your Maſter, 
Let not that Modeſty, which would not permit 


you to ſet your Name to thoſe two excellent 


Pieces, any longer prevail with you, to the 
great Diſcontent of the Chriſtian World, in 
being ignorant of the Author of thoſe Religious 
Tracts, and. conſequently incapable of paying 
that great Tribute of Praiſe and Acknowledg- 


ment ſo indiſputably due to ſuch mparallel d 
Merit. 


FINIS. 


ERRATUM, p. 13. line 12. 
For YNMe v n. r. vrrw) n . 1222. 
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